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DR. J. C. BARNES 



(By Harriot |f. Closz.t 

if t'c pecelmleUc pedant thinks thi march of modern progreet 

too snail like in its pace, let him study the serene sincerity, the 
conflduit oonpOMlt of Dr. J. C\ Barm s, of Areola. Illinois, and 
his hopefulness will increase, for the life and labor of our good 
friend, the Doctor, fairly radiate the infinite faith he feels that 
the good in humanity will ultimately triumph, and so perttetest 
is this conviction of the final evolvement into a material Utopia 
that it almost convinci s one against his will. 

Within the circle of the cosmic experiences of the subject of 
Uili tketeh, there hare marched many changee, the reunite of 

which hare extended to the uttermost ends of Hie earth, and test- 
ed thoroughly the material, moral and mental fiber of the men 

and women of America But while tearleetlr attalltng war pol- 
icies and ihe governmental machinations of political profligates, 
while courageous in the exi>osure of constantly recurring cor- 
ruption, ho rai ratalm hit fealty to bit follow men, and while 
indefatigable in the furtherance of plant for pr ogr eo tlrc work, h" 

optimistically rests his vision on the far horizon of final enlight- 
enment and liberty for mankind. 

If I WOfO to ipply thr philosopl y of sun worshin to this case. 
I mieht intimate that the forces of DUtUrc bad POUOplrod to favor 
Dr. .T. C. Barnes since he was bOfH Oil t in Ohio River, en Sun -day. 
(Sept 27 i^::r») and a pretty legend ntlghl l«' woven to account 
for the combined enertrb s of sun light and h< ;it UpOfl the face of 
the flowing stream. resuHin? in thtl phenomenon of infant life, 
but t^e days of miraculous births hav« patted, 

I must record that our friend's father was a prOtporOQl firmer, 
but not literary, while his mother's relatives WOTO intensely in- 
t< rested in public affairs, manv of whom held OffiOOfl in State and 
Nation. Of his mother, he says: — 

"She was as intellectual as anv woman T ever 1 new. and far 
ahead of her time in politics and religion (| Pfee thinker) , Be- 
sides beinc: an inveterate reader, mv mother cared for a family of 
eight boys — of which T am the oldest. She did the spinning. 

■owing, wearing, wathfng, coo k ing and the thousand other 

thtagl reqoJrod Of hotMOWlret at that time." 

Hi" early life flowed in much the same channel with 
other bovs. tboueh he easnallv nentkmi thai he escaped the ma 
nia for torturing and killing domestic animals and birds which 
MOM to afflict so many lads today, lb' Mfl be never owned or 
leod a trun. either for pkasuro. profit or i>o11ttoa1 preetlgO. 

Tn 18844M this rOOng man took a course in Scott's Commercial 
College of Tndianapolis. and at that time hoard tie- Governor 
fWriebn of Indiana read his mceeage to thi Logl IfttUfO. Fifty 
years after, to a dav while on a visit to the Hooshr Capital, he 
again heard the Governor's (Hanlev's) me«saee. From ISM to 
mn he clerked in the Hanover Postofflee. at which time he was 
married to El'zabeth Bower Combs, who Wftl I'raduatod from the 
first clam of the first medieal OOllegO oponod to women In the 
Unitod States. She praetjood medicine from 1^r,7 to 1K0r,. when 
she was stricken with naralvsis. and in 1001 s^o d'ed. 

To the Doctor and Mrs Barnes WOTO born throe sons, and 
he reminisef ntlv r»-rounts that he W04 born on Sundav. his Wife 
on Mondav his oldest -on on Tuotday, and his twin «ons on Wed- 
nesdav Having naid the blehecf tribute to th' Intellectual 
capacitv of his mother, be dnnllcates it bv declar'n^ t*at h's wife 
matched her. 

Tn this pleasing account he tayt: "M\ wilt never talked much, 
but when «he opened her mouth the always said something." 

T heartllv congratulate Bro. Barne-- for what a relief it must 
have been to associate intimate 1v with a women of sense after 
meeting the buttorfllo* of fashion and the sanctified senndal 



mong r <>f tOClet] . B» tWOOn the lines of this dear friend's letter 
I can read thai homo i<> him was the reconstructing influence 

ro-cemeuted the torn and thattered matorlalt of competl- 
th DOndltloot; thai tlx- goldlng hand of the household was ever 
red., tnd helpful and the mother inind a magnificent manifesta- 
tlon Of his Ideal hop for all women. The fruition of this union 
Tilled his life with a groal gratitude, and the three sons are a 
crown of triple magnitude more appreciated than a princely 
income. 

In L88I Or, Barnei ran for Congress on the Greenback ticket 
bit Dnole Joe Camion, hut of oonrot paid the penalty of defeat 
for political heresy. Besides he would have failed as a law- 
r, for he boiler 01 in tolerance, not tyranny, in patience, not 
on He is a philosophical Anarchist, advocating the Single 
Tai it a itOp toward the economic emancipation, and naturally 
hat mored with the minority. He says: "All government Is 
tyranny, bOl the people tOOm to want and love it. I have always 
roted for principle, and if my vote should ever be for a success- 
ful candidate I would question my own sanity." 

Dr. Barnes has written volumes for the press, and the expos! 
ti<>iis of hi- Idealt and arguments are lucid and unanswerable. 
In foot of the fiction being flaunted from all sides that we are 
fTi t and that the people rule, he has patiently sought to enlighten 
the iirnorant and strengthen the vision of the short-sighted. In 
OOOtrorerir or debate, his words are characterized by simple 
logic and sound tontO, lit- courtesy is unaffected, and his superb 
t and patience .arms him with a power that is irresistible. 

Speaking of our present political contest, and the fallacy of 
net |orlti< s. he says — 

"Take one hundred men, women and children: twenty-one are 
Allowed to vof<- (one in a family of five). Six vote Republican. 
Bye vote Democratic, four vote Populist, three vote Prohibitionist, 
two vote Socialist, tnd one does not vote, and without doubt this 
one nian knows more of sociology than all the others, and at best 
ihe six govern the hundred people. Of this six, at least three 
vote as their fathers did. two sell their votes, and one votes in- 
tellf gently; so we lave narrowed it down to one man governing 
tie- hundred, and v. t we prate of being a self governing people." 

It would be well if the soon to-be voting sovereigns, as well as 
the already initiated, would ponder these principles. 

Religiously, Brother Barm s has been a life-long liberal— by 
h< rodlty and training a Freethinker. Perhaps he owes his fuller 
■Weep of vision and greater grasp of conditions to the fact that 
his Infancy was guarded from the blieMIng effect of the fear and 
ranoticiea of Christianity. He says: "My Hfe has been an une- 
ventful one. and now at the truths I know are very few. for 
th.« truths 1 thought T knew have dwindled to a very narrow 
margin." But can one's life be uneventful when every moment 
is BOrloWt peg gin g for human betterment? 

Our friend has striven to eradicate superstition, for he treas- 
ure truth as Natures boHoel asset. His life has been eonse- 
d t (> the constructive process, to the loving forgetfulness of 
-elf to the unfailing fldelltv to friends and principles, and his 
• r< r» action has been consistent with such creed. 

His desire Is a mighty well spring of willingness, and his 
nurpo~n the Unfailing force which gushes upward, making nat- 
ural processes to enlarge and the human units to evolve. 

Peace has its victories no less than war. and our friend has. 
for OTOr half n centurv. waged a constant and heroic warfare, but 
Ml battles have D <H DOOU with ballots or bullets, but with Ideas, 
tad he has WOlH-it winning— and will continue to be victorious, 
for idea* are Immortal. Truth and lustlce can not be *an- 
Will hoi- they are eternal. 
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Man a Risen, Not a Fallen, Being 



From the Doctrine of Man's Depravity 
Have Come Many of the Social and 
Political Ills that now Afflict 
and Curse the Race. 

( By Dr. J. C. Barnes) 
The groatOQ i error, fraught with the 
greatest evil to man's pffogroai. to hu de- 
relopm< nt morally and intellectually, is the 
error termed total depravity — the error that 

man is by nature avers*- to good or God — 
that be is prone to do evil. 

The error is twin sist< r to the erroneous 
id | of the ^> called fall of man from prim 
eva! perfect ion to the deepest degradation. 
Tlx doctrine prevailed, that man was so 
fall n. so depraved, that he was totally 

prt red and sinful, and could not do good 
acts until his evil nature was regenerated 
by | miraculous act of God. through some 
mjeterkmi proet M not understood, but tak- 
en on faith. 

The erroneous doctrine is opposed to the 
inspiring truth that man is and always has 
been as good a* he knew how to be. and 
environments permitted him to be. and that 
he has never fallen, but has continued to 
evolve and grow wiser and better by ex- 
perience. 

The doctrine of depravity gave rise to 
and fostered the idea of deserving punish- 
ment or sufferlner. not only nt the hands of 
God, but at the hands of men who were 



laved or miraculously changed in nature 
from I rtl to good. 

h was a logical Inference, that if the 
an regenerated, the deprai «i. deserved and 
reoi (red condemnation an | banlehmenl from 
God and punished eternally M the doctrine 
taught., that temporal punishment of the 
depraved by the regenerated was proper 
and right. The doctrine gave rise to. and 
color and plausible sanction lo all kinds of 
cruelties, and government of the Inferior 
class by the superior. There never was a 
doctrine that so sanctioned and justified 
class distinctions as the doctrine of total 
depravity. The doctrine doubtless origi- 
nated with the priesthood, who were the 
ruling, the only educated class. 

i he doctrine is never preached any more 
as it was fifty years ago. It is too absurd 
to get credence. The reverse of depravity 
is gaining advocates, which is more natural. 
Total depravity was an Invention of the 
priests. That man is naturally as good as 
environments and his knowledge permit him 
to be. is a more natural and reasonable 
doctrine. As proof of it. reason that— 

Happiness is the only good. 

All men seek happiness 

Krgo— all men seek good 

The obvious corollary of the above logic- 
al conclusion Is. that man is not bad. but 
good. No one desires error All seek truth. 



All man needs to be good, is to know what 
good is, and how to obtain happiness. He 
does not need to be unselfish, as tho' his 
self was depraved, but only an educated 
selfishness. To destroy ones selfishness 
would destroy his individuality — and no 
one wants to be other than he it. He only 
ttCSdl to know a few natural laws and nat- 
ural truths. Action and reaction are equal 
— like begets like — to be happy we must 
make others happy. We must give before 
we receive, are expressions of natural law. 

It is more blessed to give than to receive." 
"Whatsoever measure you mete, it shall be 
no asured to you again." 

The world of mankind is going forward 
to Nature— not back to it. We are diseov- 
ering natural laws and truths. It used to 
be supposed that truths were made, and 
authority was quoted as truth. Now it is 
known that authority t)oen not prove anv- 
thing. Truth itself i. |ti twu vimirator 
and needs no elaborate argumen to sustain 
it. Books and speeches of the future will 
be short, consisting of what people know 
and can prove. Politicians and preachers 
can talk a long time about what they know 
—nothing. 

When we tell only what we know or can 
prate, it won't take us long to tell it. 

Areola. 111. 



Striking a Balance Sheet 



Final Review and Outline of the Triumph 
of Freethought and Humanity. 
Nicene Council. Old and New 
Testament Documents. Myths 
and Forgeries. 



ARTICLK ... 

(By Judge Parian B. Ladd.) 
Llnnaem, from his eoologteal laboratory. 

in bil first order of mammalia, including 
tour gem ra, places Man at the head. 

i Ms primordial Homo is but an sggregi 
tion of mleroeoople, chemical compounda 

In the transit of life be represents the liv 
ing world below him. Devoid of conscious 
ness for mail) days after birth, a plaything 
in childhood; fondled In the arms of some 

lovely maiden in his youth, he eaten on the 

>tern duties of life a little later, where his 
pathway traverses a land of sorrow and 
sadness, mois'ened with tears or lighted 
up with sunny spots here and ther , after 
which he passes to the realm of darkness, 
from erieaOt no return ticket , are issued. 
Never is be of more importance in Na 



tare'i ch< mica! laboratory rti in the day By 

which tills for a few hours in Hie >unb.-ims 
Wtt4 n !if«- is Cttded. As it is with man. so 
it is with his religions, his kingdoms and 
empire*. Eternal change is imprinted on 

Nature and all her work > Suns and worlds 
ire Porn bUt IQ die. 

Thhi primate, like his progenitor, the 

anthropoid, was without language; a few 

guttural sounds to make man i r - st his wants 
tilled up his vocabulary. Language, like 
wri Ing, has been of slow growth, evolving 
only as necessity called for it Thousands 
of years separate this primate from man. 
in a savage state. A* such 

"He saw into the future as far as a sav 
age can see — 

Saw naught but a world of savages to be." 

The earth around him was flat: the sun 
which gave him warmth, comfort and food, 
was his greatest benefactor in time it be- 
came hls'Deus Primus." The moon and 
s'ars w. rr made by the -tin to light up his 
nocturnal pathway: thev too WOfe good, but 
in a lesser degree, The mountains, rivers, 



toreeti ind leai vera made by the sun- 
ned The storms, tor na doe e , earthquakes. 

thunder and Mgh nlng were alternated, gooa 

ami bad; he 111 his own kind destroyed by 
them. 

■very where around him the-?" phenomena 

end wild beaatl came to terrify this wild 
man of the forests, deserts and valleys. 

Pear If now i,j s i ot: where may he look 

for help? The sun. moon and stars, with 
their numerous phenomena, are powerful 
belngt; they Dan do him harm or good; in 
his 'error he calls on them to protect him ; 
there the Mrs; rudiments of a religion have 
appeared — the result of fear — and on this 
fear lies the foundation of all the religion* 
in the world. This foundation, through alt 
the oenturtec of the dead past, has never 
been shaken; it is the rock on which the 
world of religions of today rest. Here wr 
have the true source of all the different 
religions of the world. 

Out of this fear was born the belief that 
the pantheon of divinities could and would. 
If reverently appealed to. render aid to the 
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suppliant. Here we have the beginning 
of a worship of tie godo. As long as 
trembling man believes in the divin^ in- 
i«M v< ntion of the heavenly powers, so long 
will the world swarm with derotOOI. 

Could early man have foreseen that Na 
ture is one stupendous whole; that her laws 
are supreme and unchangeable: that no 
wish, art or thought of man r;m, in the 
slightest degree, modify or change them, 
the world would never have been cursed 
with a religion. Thus it will 00 Men that 
ignorance of Nature and Ik r laws is the 
parent of all religions. As most of the 
human race have ever been, not only ig- 
norant of nature and her laWfl bnJ stupidly 
ignorant of nearly all e'se. t h< J have at all 
times been the tools, votaries and dupes ot 
a priesthood. 

Source of the Priesthood. 
Under different nam* - the mM, from 
the remotest antiquity, ha* been BtfNi 
with a priesthood, which crew up || vill 
now more fully appear, not from any 
. knowledir" superior to tbe herd, but out 
of the many. The priests 000001 ed an 
instinctive cunning superior to their M 
lows. By the wm Of thlfl facultv they in- 
gratiated thOPJIOOlVQI into the confidence of 
the masses, and thereby made them b< lieve 
they had the oar of the god < Ml so could 
procure Special favors for their clients. 
From this faentty of skill th< f have nt all 
times succeeded In securing a fine living 
from their dupes, over whom they have 
ever been most successful in keeping theft 
clientae in ignorance and tboff clerical 

f*'« ri trough full of delieoclee. 

The priest, in point of ability has n'vor 
risen above an in* uit ion N< . a pjHb spenker, 
entertaining his flock with emotional ap- 
peals to Ms gods, or rod with whom he 
seems on the most intimate terms, know- 
ing ail their oecreta, wants and dealroo. 
The less ability a pr'< st has the ireeter 

Hs success, for bis client!, HfcO himself, 
are not capable of rOOBOOmg. OnOO rOOOOO 
gets Into one of their head~. out of the 
church be gOOO, if not voluntarily, then by 

ej< etment, 

The Hebrews and Christians, and the'r 
Bible. 

This brines mo to the point where T wit] 
treat of the source of the so -called sacred 
writings of the two see r, their leaders ana 
reputed authors, so far Bl known. 

The Hebrew Hiblo contains H book*. 

The content! of theoe books ann wftt the 
rejfnri of Bm end othen from the Baby 

Ionian eapMvitv. when Mil B.C.) P/ru 
re;.d to hi- people ' t the ruins of Jerusalem 
some writings which he brought from 
nabylon. believed by some of our bOOt 
scholars to have been a rouch sketch or 
draft of 'he Pentateuch: possibly the Re*, 
ateuch. or as some think, a brief of moot 
of the Old Testament. This work Ezra 
MOHbed 10 Moses who according to the 



leading llibliologists, was in Kgyp* about 
1886 B (V. Mid 1 -ft ther* u the leader of 
th< Band 0 1 about 1880. But it |i now known 
thnt lloeoi woe a Myth, a peroonlflooilon 

of tin Egyptian |Od Bacchus, and that the 

■tor of the EBzodni is a romance, simple and 

pore — all a fiction. (S - my wri ings on 
the origin and tongnej of LhO Hebrews, 
and th' 1 story of MoOOf And »h< Kxodus.) 

Tin se M books of the Oi l Testament 
COnU from oral tradi'ion. In t line the Le- 
vitical prfeethOOd comm* d to reduce this 
tr tioo to writing. Thll writing, from its 
COnUMOn cement to its final close, runs over 
a period of about 1,000 yeoro, during which 
the writings went through the hands or 
OnmerotU copyists, editors and others, who 
dealt I free hand with them, striking out, 
Changing, and engrafting on them their own 
notions. 

When tlif original work was done, it was 
one continuous narrative, embracing numer- 
ous subjects, but not a name, time or 
place appeared to show who were Its wri- 
ters. In short, this was t'e universal 
practice, not only with the old Testament, 
but with the New Testament. When the 
task of dividing these writings Into book* 
became a OOOOOOlry, a prodigious task was 
in store for the workers. Thev did nor 
know wh it to do or how to do it. 

As far as they were able thev selected 

what oeOjpjed to them to be mettem mosr 

homogeneous for each book: but the task 
070J tOO much for them, 01 will be *ccn by 
the v <>rk of the Higher Criticism, which has 

ilocmbowled the whole fabric until there is 

no longer a OOfJiMonfH of in ' est inos. stom- 
ach or other dtgeotlve apparotm in the 
whole book. They have found the writings 
of diff< n nt nt* n rill mixed up until the whole 
appeori one unintelligible jargon, wherein 
'he god Jehovah Is put on the most inti- 
mate tt-rms with the prleothood 

As to the terrible butcheries and slaugh- 
tOf of men. women and children by Jcho- 
va 1 ' and his chosen prlOS'hood, as reported 
in the o. T.. thev looo their st'ng when WO 
learn (tint there is no truth la them. The 
O. T. af'er the work of a thousand yenrs. 
ami Knotty Bntahed In the fifth century of 
our era. Tt has been 001 rted by Mr. Renan 

that the Hebrews commenced to write up 
•h' ir Motory about the olghtl een tny y B.C.. 

but of *h|q W e have no sufficient proof. 

Winterer arrlttngi thot people had. if any, 
art re d« -t roved with the ci»y of Jerusalem 
at the time of second o-»pt'vlt v: so the 

world hod do Hebrew writings un'ii the end 
of the exile, ebotjt ni B 0, Detweeo this 
time and the so called Bxodus fabooi 1400 

B. 0.), we have about a thousand years, 
which, under the rub s of evidence, nooes 
sarilv destrovs the hlotorlOOJ character of 
all T< wish writing OXOOpI ruch as deal 
with current events. 
The so-called Baodno, which different 

wrf'ors have Band at ahOWl M00 years B. 



C WOI leoal BOO years before the He- 
brews, as a p ople. had any existence. If 
We five an\ credence to the Hebrew Bible, 
ami we have no other evidence on the sub- 
jeot, the Hebrews Oral came into existence 
by that Dame after the consolidation of 
the tribes, ten, more or less, under David 
;iik1 Solomon, aboir S00 B. C. yor some time 
i" fore that, different tribes of monotheists 
cross* d the Tigris and Kuphrates as eml- 
gronta for gyrla, and with them eacn 
brought its tribe] 00010. When David and 
Solomon (about 800 B.C.) gathered up these 
monotholottO tribes, only a few out or 
many such then in Syria, they were then 
for the first time called Hebrews — a word 
mooning emigrant, a crosser of the river. 
These emigran's settled in different parts 
of gyrla, where they mixed with the native 
tribes, adopting their language and religion. 
The spoken tongue at the nor'h was Aro- 
ma ic; at the south it was a mixture be- 
tweeo Phoenician and Canaan. Eventually 
he pure Phoenician dialect wns adopted, at 
'oast to tin- extent of the priesthood and 
tbe court, when it became known as He- 
brew. 

Jshovah. 

The lb !>!•• w.s no only adopted tin' PhOO 
Olctan language . but the Phoenician god 
», v. ... ;i 0>donlOi ' 00 M dOO primus" of 

Phoenicia, became the only god of the He- 

As to l lie proper name of this god, 

i;i Levitlonl pii<siKKxi reoorted t(j their 

I • Hal tactics of st curing a spOOlo] trlbol 

^e ( | of their own without Inourrlm the en- 
mity of their people, who bod formed i 
a' t;o 'inient for \donia. To accom- 
pl'sh tin ir pur|M)se the priest^ resorted to 

con onoa aJ ohnrnotero <»iiiy. irhloh have 
b en rendered by different writoro, Jhyh, 
Jbe, Joo, fahweh, Jahwe, Lohfoh. These 
were explained to the common people to 
mean Adonla ; bnl In the end wen rower* 

d to n ad Jehovah, but not umil the 
Bftb eentttry of our era. 

aj all know, the Bible oontolna two dis- 
inti of the i rootkm— the fflohii 

tlC and fehovistic. The former STOi written 

b) Bam at Babylon, when the Hebrew ^»<i 

I Blohlm; the lOJttor afer the return to 
h rO .1' m. when .Ihvh (JohOTOh) had be- 
I Ome tbe tribal god Of the .Tews. 

,\ Ban srordi bore as to the leading char- 

' rs of the Old T. I OOOOnt, when I turn 
to a review of Christianity, its writings 

and h. ro< 

The pnrported N authors, whose names 
have boon ascribed to those books, were 
not the writers of those books. While 
-ome of the writings in those books may 
have 001 I th< work of some of the purport- 
ed authors, says the Higher Criticism, the 
books as made up are spurious. After these 
writings had been divided up Into books, 
their purports authors were generally se- 

(Centttmcd «»" Pegs 12.) 
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The Cause of Woman's Social and Political 
Condition. Reply to Mrs. H. M. Closz 
on Religion and Woman. 



(By L s. IfeCrlllia.) 

Through the courtly of Mrs. Closz, I 
have jour issue of Sept Hth, and n ad 
with niuch interest her article, 'Oh ( hi:- 
tianity, What a Ruin Thou hast Wrought!" 
and in commenting on same it is not my 
purpOM to defend man made creeds or su 
Petitions, but merely to plead for iair 
n« »s. 1 h.li. \, .she has over.ookcd some 
v. ry vital facta, and has directed her at- 
lack against effect rather than cause. 

Her comment on the decision of Judge 
Qoltlfl li lOtt, and In r analysis of the po- 
sition of woman in modern society is cor- 
i. < t, hut th. cause is not Christianity or 
religion. it is a deeper aad more tar 
reaching cause that operates in all civil- 
ized society Independent of and in spite 
of Christianity or religion— ft cause that 
not only determims the position of woman, 
hut the form of religion itself, Christian 
ity included. 

Religion, in the ordinary •eOftptftnOf Of 
the term, or more properly, tlieolo •, « d 

oreedo, do not a- a natter or fact axon 

n< arly so DOW< rt'ul ;m InflttenCC in shaping 

the ooeree of development of human aoel< 
at] I Blight at first appear. Their in tiu - 

enee li always inbjeot t<>. and directed by 
this rnndanentft] oanae, ami their art on 

and reaction on society d» tennined by it. 
No matter how pure the athlOftl ideas of 



But It So Happened that this Preacher Got 
What was Coming to Him, and Was 
Promply Called Down. 



(Bj ad. -Virion. Bditor Wage Blare.) 



T terrilic strain of the past political 

campaign abaorbed all my anergiea at the 

time and has left me decidedly below par 
physically and menially for the pres. at 
I was, as you n*) know, the Socialist can- 
didate for Governor in the Suite of Mich- 
igan. 

The election returns are not all in ret, 

hut it doea not seem, m tar, thai mj rabid 

Infidelity all. Oted my vote. as some Of my 
Socialist comrades supposed i; would, and 
the indications are at present that the So 

eiaiut vote win show a larger percentage 
of gain in Michigan than in any other 

State of the Union. 

Hy the way. you may add my name to 
the list of those who are willing to oillci 



a Jesus, a .doiiaiiiiued, a c inlnolnn or a 
i>uddua (.and by the Way, . ) aie essen- 
tially tile same because in enunolfttlon oL 
liiu same uiiiVirsai principlea, differing 

only as the env ironiiu n La ( I men in- 

llucnccd their observational history proves 
that the ruling ciass in eirlliaed society 

uas always blended arith i a ma.-s 01 

Irrelevant iiieoiogicai gibberish, cryatallaed 

ail in i o a cived, and need the cit ed as OttC 
ot tlie many moans by arhicb the ruling 

clam ana naintalned us mastery. 

Thd cause in its last ana... ill is "eco 
noniic dotormlnlem," ami iating condi- 
tions are the result of the raot that eco- 
nomic ivoiuticn operating along given 

lines has split society into WO classes— 
a master class and a aervlng class; an 
owning cla.^s and a d. in riled class. 
This division arose wi fa i U .on. not 
with or because of r, Ugion or C r.stianity; 
by it most nun and all WOW a were dis- 
inherited and have nnacticall) remained 
so down to the present time, for though 
the form has been modified faun time to 
time, the essential fact lias remained un- 
changed; it is Infinitely more than two 
thousand years since it an . EOT it came 
with the dawn of civilization and must re- 
main SO long as w v Maintain Hie existing 
ideals of property rights. 

L«! us be fair then, and Aired our at- 
tl k against the common can • . and not 
at the Innocent and much abueed instru- 
ment—Christianity or religion 

Des Ifoinea, town, 



ate, for railroad ngpenaei only, at Free 
thought funerals. 

There are a great man> Finn! h Social- 
ists in this locality ; in i.e. the \\ age 
Blfifa is published in what was, hereto 
fore, an entirely Finnish publishing office. 
Practically all Finnish Bociftlistl at legal 
nine in ten are also uncompromising 
Atheists, and you will be Interested, no 

doubt, to know aomethlng of heir (nneial 
u. age% 

No priest or teach, r of religion la sailed 

in. The comrades sit in alienee for a tVw 
momenta; then a committee, previously 

appointed, take up the eaakel tad nitbom 
oerenaonf convey it to th. b ti *. 

R e c e n tly, however, th« re (li -d «»f 
o i - (omrades who vna "i • M W I ••re 
Christians, who held a mortgage <>» his 
home and plftOa of business. Tii' Ion- of 

Christ at once ooMtraln \ ' ;| o bring 

pressure to bear on the widou in n-r af- 
lhction to permit of a Tie, Ml bttTlal 
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Her l couomic cond' H ni did ao r . permU B*f 
*o realat these demands, and io the 

cnei nai tent tor, ai.j the o*ly una 

conveyed io the church. Meanwhile, the 
aettftJ siory was diligently sp/ead that our 
comrade U his last hours had recanted 
and turned Christian. 

However, just as soon as the preacher 
area th rough at the gravtside, the chief 
editor oi our Finnish paper, John Valimakl, 
pped torward and branded as a lie the 
that the deceased had turned 

Christian. 

Hft alto spoke at considerable length 
agama< Hie Christian religion, and the cru- 
el ti« s and tyrannies it upholds. Valimakl 
is a powerful ipeaher in Finnish, and his 

addreaa at ataJnlo'i grave nil! loug be re- 

memb red among t he Finns in Hancock, 
and the results, let us hope, will be far- 
n aching for human liberty, industrial and 
mental. 

— 'The Workingman '— is also a vigorous 
all) of Freethought propaganda, and is do- 
i.-; an enormom work in turning the Finns 
from the darkness of Christian suptrstl- 
tlOU t>> ti e bright noonday of Freethought 

As soon as 1 am somewhat recovered 
from the axertiona of the past campaign, 
and hare caught up with my correspon- 
ds ace, I will write you further. 

Hancock, Mich. 



FREETHOUGHT FUNERALS 



I N THE HOUR OF GREAT NEED. 



Following is a list of the names and ad- 
dresses ol Libera, speakers who are pre- 
pared to conduct tonerai services over the 
remaina ut decoeeed I reetinukers. 

Un account ol probable delay it would 
be advlaible to can them by telegram. 

Josephine k. Uenry, Veraaillee, Ky. 

Dr. J. U. Wilson, X04 Last Fourtn Street, 

Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Parker H* Bercombe, Fditor Tomorrow. 
L38 Ugat Mth S reet, Chicago, Illinois. 
John K. Cbarleaworth, Lexington, Ky. 
Marion W. Marley, Hucklm, Kansas. 
A. J. Clausen, St. Ansgar, Iowa. 

.i. c. hannon, 1678 Wallaoa St., 

Philadelphia, i'a. 
Btanberry Alderman, MoCunnollarllle, o. 

11. 11. Lane. If] N. Fron St.. \\ \v Haven, 

Oonn. 



"No Beginning" 

Uy William H Maple. 
THE IDENITY OF "GOD" WITH 
TURE DEMONSTRATED. 

I tie only book of Us ktud in exlhleuc© 

\.;.t cloth binding. 1K3 pag.s. two stilkini? 
tratlona, II cents, pai>er binding 36 

ci nta, i-oHtpaid. 

INGERSOLL BEACON < O., 

78 LA SALLE %T.. CHICAGO. 
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The Widow's Mite of Might 



Pr.esthood Cengs to tne Notion that in a 
Holy Cause, Nothing is too Sacred 
to be Looted. 



(By Joliu b\ Clarke) 
The widow & mile was used as a lever to 
pry open the pockets Of those who were 
dilatory in responding to appeals lor Cod s 

net Us. 

The widow s mite was swa.'iowed up in 
the collection, and its power ot commercial 
purchase was but its lace value, yet there 
is no way ol estimating the vast amount 
that has been raised by use ot the w idow 'a 
mite in taking up collections and subscilp 
nous lor religious enterprises. 

Many another widow has felt that 11' the 
suppositious widow took the mite that 
might have put a biscuit into her hungry 
baby's mouth, she could do no less, and 
she usually gave more and sacriliced 
some comfort lor herself or her loved oues. 
Many a tender hearted man or woman has 
felt that they could venture a dime or a 
dollar in the cause that robbed the orig- 
inal widow. The idea conveyed in the 
widow's mite theory, is that in a holy 
cause nothing is too sacred to be looted. 

Of course, the good deacon who took up 
that historical and celebrated collection, 
noticed that the widow put in but a mite, 
and be also noticed that others put in less 
in proportion to their means than the wid- 
ow did. The widow possibly had but a 
penny, and gave a farthing, while the good 
deacon owned a 40-acre farm and gave a 
nickel and his services in "lifting" the 
collection. The widow forgot her sacri- 
fice in the midst of her other troubles and 
struggles, but the deacon added his gift 
to the Lord" to the price of his next sale of 
corn, and recouped. The Lord helps those 
who are In a position to help themselves, 
and are willing to do so. The widows 
mite has grown to a widows might; ana 
speaking of widow's mights, the most pe- 
culiar and potential mights that a widow 
ever had was under the .Jehovah dispensa 
tion, when she could go to her brother in 
law, if she had one not otherwise appro 
priated, and make him marry her. If he 
refused, she could spit in his face, and he 
became an object of contempt. 

A certain Jew had five elder brothers, 
who wen- predisposed to early death. The 
elder brother, Ikie, married Miss Rebecca 
Hubenstein. and then gave up the ghost. 
Rebecca threw herself into the arms of the 
certain Jew. She died, but in the meantime 
her sister Hester, married i3enjamin, the 
next elder brother, and he too joined his 
fathers. Hester fell to the lot of the cer- 



tain Jew. Then ileslt r died, but in the 
duration, Miriam Kuben.-t. in married tne 
next elder brother, and he also died, and 
bride of the younger Jew, and she was 
soon gathered to her mothers. Miss Sarah 
Kubenstein captivated the fourth brother, 
who was not Jong in lading away, and the 
Ml tain Jew took lier as a matter of course, 
hut she was evanescent too. The the last 
brother espoused the lovely Deborah Ku- 
ln nstein, and in turn kicked the bucket, or 
its equivalent in Hebrew dirgeology' and 
i)el>oraIi went to the t tut of the certain 
Jew. He had now gathered the whole bo- 
quet of Rubensteiu rosc>, and was now 
cherishing the Last Rose of Summer of 
the garland. He had Blue liearded four- 
fifths of the quintette, but the last was not 
a quitter. She had MOM to POt the game 
out, and remain to tin ( o.neert. One day 
the the King of TjTfi , or Tire, sent for the 
husband and said, "It behooveth not a 
man to marry the whole Damn family, 
l'rythee, why the wherefore of the which- 
ness?" "My liege, my lord, it is useless 
to withstand the widow's might alone, but 
backed by the Jewish law, it is irresistible, 
and if Death would but get busy with this 
one I now have, I would be willing to es- 
pouse a dozen successors ' "My dear boy, 
said 'he KinK. "here is a passport; make a 
l ee line for the next Itewtf for South 
Dakota." Deborah built her an image of 
her fickle lord and spat in his face, and 
ih. n decorating her person with sack cloth, 



Novel Scheme by a Texas Man, in which 
Mrs. Henry is Close Second to Helen 
Gould. Votes Cast for Mrs. Closz. 



(By Harriet M. Closz) 
I have just received a letter from A. 0. 
Lee. of Denton, Texas, describing a monu 
m nt he is erecting CM the joint track of 
the M K.&T.and T.l\Ry.,on a site to be view- 
ed by half a million passengers annually. 

The memorial is to be of granite in rustic 
form, and to be dedicated to the greatest 
living woman philanthropist in the world. 
Any one wishing to express a preferment 
for a woman in this field is required to 
ft mi a dime (to cover cost of erecting mon- 
ument) together with name of the candi- 
date, to A. G. Lee, Denton, Texas. The 
contest ha* just recently opened, and will 
close Dec. 31st, l'JOO. 

I am informed that the names already 
voted for are Mrs. Sage, Hetty Green, Ma 



she put ashes upon her disconsolate head, 
and having no other brother-in law to fall 
back on, was desolate indeed. The Lord 
Of Israel, who had been kind to her in two 
affairs, failed her in her direst need. 

This widow s might was at an end. The 
Devil whispered to her to plait herself a 
mighty hat and get merry and go gunning 
for a new husband. After the South Da- 
kota judge had passed upon her case by the 
absent treatment, she took Satan's advice 
and— 

The merry widow's hat became a wid- 
ow's mite, 

There was a sound of revelry by night, 
Caused by merry widow's might. 

There was another certain Jew, and he 
was bereaved with a mighty bereav. m nt . 
for he had lost his only broth -r; and he sat 
himself by the roadside to think in thoughts 
made bitterly bitter; when his sad r.veii. 
was invaded by his dead brother's widow's 
presence. Oh! lkey, vot fill 1 do BOW, 
dot Jakey vas gone und diet?" 1 Really. 
Leah, 1 do not know." "Oh! Ikey, Jakey 
left ten tousand tollars pehin* him. v. n In- 
vent away." "Well, Leah. 1 in willing to 
nrrj jro« to morrow, but I am too sad 
tonight." Next day they tasted the bitter 
and the sweet in tok< n of the ups and 
douns of married life. After the cere- 
mony, Ikey said to Leah, "Didn't >ou say 
that Jakey left ten thousand behind him 
when he died?" "He h ft nioiv as dot. He 
left eferydinus pehint him. as hi couldn't 
take nuddings mit him, ain't it?" 

This scene is too affecting ftttd affection- 
ate to prolong, even as a phase of the 
widow's might. 



rilla Kicker, Josephine K. Henry, Lil.an 
Haiman, 11. U n Could and yottfl truly,-- 
Helm Could in the lead and our Josephine 
a do e second. 

From the range of nane s and diver- 
gence of work and ideas, it is cvid. nt that 
the word Philanthropy is not to he defined 
in its narrow sense of money-giving. Mon- 
ey may be poured in a flood, as it is dur 
ing a political campaign, and accomplish 
nothing except surface results; but to one 
who has his finger on the pulse of living 
issues, it is patent that personal serv ce 
is more philant hropic than gifts of money 
or the return to the people of a charitable 
pittance which should be theirs by right. 
The life work of a woman who strives for 
the justice which makes charity unnecessa- 
ry is in my estimation the meat I'hilan 
thropist. and while i appreciate the munir 
ice,,,-,, of women like Helen Could (for no 
woman can change conditions), I am sure 
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that in her position she could do far, more 
from an educational Itendpolnt then ibl is 
accompllohlng In th€ palliating tn bod >f 

giving alms, and from the lisi ol* ikiiih ■ 
1 oroln I assume that the early vot< ri have 
reached the same conclu-'mi. 

i hereby ixprooe my thanki to whom 



vVhat is 



Only a Coward will Tremble before the 
Idea of an Ever Dreamless Sleep. 



(By Harold Banning. ) 

The belief in a future life is grounded on 
cowardice 

Mankind, dreading 'lie thought of eter 
nai. dreamless llOOp, has built up a in 
of religions promising eternal life after our 
life here on earth. 

Remove the fear of eternal sleep, and 
Christ iuniu will (rumble as the faith of 
the Greeks has criimbl. d before il. The 
man who fears not, believes no' ; while the 
coward will cling to his Dibit and till 
church as a drowning man clings to a 
st raw. 

The belief in el« rnity excites only r m 
tempt in the itrOttg and fi irlOU mind, 
which is ready to bow to :he law of nature. 
The one and lonely arguim nt of the Christ 
ians is only worthy of contempt. The old 
QUI | en of "How did we get here without 
a creator?" natlafiefl only the imbecile who 
believes that poor, weak man must have a 



Magnificent System of Graft Revealed by 
a Visit to Shloh Hill. 



(Bf Manly A. Urigham) 
Your readers have all hoard of "ShUoh," 
the home place of the MCtety called the 
Hols Ghost and Us." 
It is located in the town of Durham. 
Maine, not far from the city of Lewiston. 

Kev. Frank Sandford, a native of the 
section, some years ago hit upon the plan 
of relying upon the Lord for the pood 
things of life, instead of working for them. 



soever may have cast a hallo' for me, and 
am sure my co work* r on the list are 
equally apprcotailTO. 

Any information deiired a regard to the 

enterprise will be furnished by the gentle- 

man named h< rein. 

H. It CLOSZ. 



Eternity? 



creator, while ins god to (real and all- 
powerful can exist wiilioUL one. 

I shall not try to cxpia.n iu origin or 
man. 1 have tais to tin- scintist. who can 
explain it far better than ; he preacher, Out 
life is a purely chemical wonder, and is ho 
regarded by all scientific na n. Conscious- 
ness is produced by s< v« ra! Chemical cle- 
mentl acting one upon the Other, and when 
tin so elements become exhattlted the light 

of oonaelottaaoai fttcken ami faila, like tin* 

lamp Whoa the oil, or the oxygen, or the 
wick is consumed. 

The sensible man must Agree with the 
following paeoage from Mr. Cady'i lam rat 
nddreou over an atheist friend — 

"On an occasion like this man:- will ask 
what is the estate of Hie lead? The atln UR 
must answer that death 11 only dissolu- 
tion, it is simply a return to ■ former oon 
dition, Inorganic ami Inienieti. This is 

nature's univ. rsal law. and we knew that 
the loss of an endless future can not be 

greater than the loss of a boglnnlngleei 

past." 

I am a toreigm r and hare only lived in 
the U. S. a few months, 



n> found fool men and women enough to 
plaj the part of Mho Lord, 

Hi' *->t the news noised about that what 

•fat he deelrod was sent him by the lord. 

Uy some means, the d lirod thing! eame. 
and many fairly well balanood persons 

tooh tone stock in the fake, ami inroad 
the new,, of the eappoaed power of Baa 
ford. Soon he began the building of a 
ireal tempi . ami relied wholly upon ^ i f t s 

from the lord with which to finish the 
edifice. He assumed the 'ill - of •'Klijah." 
The temple was built, it looks like an 



immense factory boarding house. It sets 
ipon a barren sand hill, surrounding it 
i forty or more farms of various sizes. 

Sandford has in the lent twelve yean 

bought them all. "The Lord" supplied the 
fundi. file peraone who have cast their 
lol w.th the society live on and cultivate 
them. They ail work, and the produce Is 
turned into the society depot. It is then 
distributed to them by the Agent as they 
Q( I .1 i'. or ai he thinks they do. I visited 
the place a few woeki since, and in conver- 
sa ion with the financial agent, found that 
thll iyetem of distribution was called 
• reei Ivlng from the lord." The agent, 
name is Shaw, is a clear, keen- 
minded man. He said. "We all rely upon 
tin lord—I as well as the rest. If I need 
clothes the lord supplies me." 

i looked at him, and with my eyof rivet- 
ed upon his, 1 aaid very deliberately, but 
with force, "Mr. Shaw, thai means that 
you have a well lagulated business system 
ol collection ami dletrUmtion, and you call 
the iyetem the "lord." 

He lowered his tyea, and said, "Why 

yea, we have a iyetem,— ol course, we have 

a astern." 

. icing a man whom he knew could not 
be tooled by religious cunt and phrases, 
be did not have thl hardihood to stick to 

be "lord ^ i v Lug" idea. 

There are two turret! to the tempie. One 

i., where the women pray; the other where 
the m>n pray. Wot eoveral yean there has 

boon in both of tlnse turret- nOTir fill ling 

prayer. some om is tin re praying day 

and night, year in and out. Two to tour 
mairs is the time that each devotee re- 
mains. 

I learned from outsiders that every time 
an attach ll made upon the society by other 
Chrlatlane, or by some oue desiring to get 
a relative away from the place, thousands 
of dollars are sent to Sandford from all 
..ver thl country b> ponoai seeking the 
favor Of the lord, with whom they believe 
Sandford is in close communion. He Is 
now in for. Ign waters, sailing on a ship 
fumllhod by the "lord." 411 supplies for 
the OfUlac OOme from the "lord." and are 
int to Sandford by Agent Shaw. Shaw 
has several clerks and stenographers. 

i tan no ilgrn ol dlitreei or fear among 

'he r« w men, women and children that I 

eame aoroai on the grou n d* It eai boon 

fi rerted that such conditions existed. 

There is nothing ahOttt the place or 
people any different than other religious 
COinmunMlee, save that the average of in- 
telligence among them is not so high. 

Kumford. Me. 
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THE £M£BO£NOY FUND. 



While this fund lias been growing but slowly, we are 
pleased to state that we have now been able to name no less 
than six benetieiaries thereof. To eaeh of them the Blade 
has written, stating that they are now being earried on the 
books without any further eost to them. Under this rule, 
the Blade is going to these hem liriaries each week and i» 
will thus continue, to the credit, the honor and glory of 
thOM Who have made the contributions. 

.Previously acknowledged - - . . 5.50 
Dr. J. B. 11. Foenstra - - - 2.00 
Samuel Brewer - - - - 2.00 



Total - - $ U.50 



INFIDELITY AM) INTELLIGENCE. 



The aptitude with which those profaning orthodoxy as- 
sert that inlidels, as a class, are uneducated and illiterate, 
while they alone are possessed of intelligence, as intelli- 
gence is commonly understood, betrays a narrow conception 
of the subject, and it is sufficient here to state that the term 
of infidel was launched against the early Christians with a 
greater force than Christians now apply it to those who de- 
cline an acceptance of their faith. It is also worthy of note 
that as intelligence increased among the masses of the 



people, infidelity grew apace, and it may be said witli very 
truth that intelligence is the one efficient cause of infidelity. 

Complaint is made, however, that in the art of compos- 
ing manuscript, or in the chirography manifested in letter 
writing, many intidels display a lack of intelligence, indi- 
cated by the um of poor grammar, bad spelling, and ex- 
pressions that are in a measure disconnected. But the 
■ame may be said of the majority of Christians, many of 
whom are even unable to write their own names, and a 
large number of clergymen would be condemned as ignor- 
ant under such a test. This, in itself, is an argument 
•gainst the application of such a hard and fast rule, for an 
ability to express one's self in correct English is not con- 
clusive evidence of intelligence, nor does it necessarily im- 
ply a capacity to reason or to apply well the reasoning 
1. lenities. To properly understand what is being difCUtted 
we must first know what is actually meant by intelligence, 
by those who are admittedly intelligent, and what is meant 
by the use of the term, iiitidel. 

Intelligence is defined as being "the quality of being in- 
telligent, capacity to know or understand, ability to exercise 
the higher mental functions, readiness of comprehension, 
and the like qualities obtained through an exercise of the 
mind.'' 

Intidelity is thus defined by the Standard Dictionary, of 
Funk & YVagnalls, New York:— "The state of being an 
infidel, lack of belief, as in the accepted religion. The WOTQ. 
is used loosely as a synonym of atheism, and includes in 
general all forms of religious unbelief, as agnosticism, 
skepticism, deism ami rationalism. n 

Applying the above rules to the subject under considera- 
tion, it will be seen that a correct use of grammar, a pol- 
ished rhetoric and a classical chirography, are not essen- 
tials in a proper understanding of intelligence. These 
are but the wretched vehicles bv which thoughts arc expre— 
ed, and after all, it is the thought, not the form of ex- 
pression, that determines the intellectual status of the in- 
dividual. A man may be (earned in letters, he may have 
a lair knowledge of Creek roots and Latin verbs, he may 
bar* read the Bible through, and even written a Ireati-e or 
a commentary thereon, and yet not be able to intelligent In- 
state the cause of the tides, why the days are longer in sum- 
mer and the nights in winter, and he would still be regard- 
ed as an ignoramus bv the world of intelligence. 

The one principal and characteristic difference between 
one intellect and another, consists of their ability to judge 
evidence correctly. Our direct perceptions of truth are 
l imi ted For almost all of our valuable knowledge we 
depend upon evidence external 1o itslf. John Stuart Mill 
evidently recognized this to be a fact, for in an inaugural 
address delivered to the Iniversity of St Andrew as tar 
back as lhf.7, he said 

"Facts are the materials of our knowledge, but the 
mind itself is the instrument; and it is easier to Require 
facts than to judge what they prove, and how, through 
the facts which we know, to get to those which we want 
to know. The most incessant occupation of the human 
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intellect throughout life is the ascertainment of truth. 
\\c m always needing to know what is actually true 
about lome thing or other." 

Reel intelligence then is die power to acquire facti and to 
correctly judge them. It, must follow that but few of the 
orthodox can be elataod aa intelligent It' they observe faeti 
ih. a must judge them incorrectly, or they eare nothing for 
facts and are content to ray, "I believe." Hay care not 
whether that which they believe be true or false, the ad- 
mission of the belief ii all-sufficient From this it will 
be seen thai orthodox assumptions concerning int ell igence, 
and what it implies, are conclusions drawn from an incorrect 
premise. 

One instance will suffice to illustrate the drift of intelli- 
gent minds from the church. All must admit that some 
degree of intelligence is necessary t<» he admitted to Har- 
vard.. Now comes Dr, Harvey W. Wiley, who, relating 
hi- religious experiences, -ays: — 

"When I entered Harvard a- ;i itudent I thought Eve 
ha«l been constructed literally out of Axlani's rib. J 
don't deny it now, remember. At Harvard 1 attended 
the lectures of Agassis, the great geologist and biologist 
lie believed in creation and l<»t> <»i' it,— that the world 

Was made and did not gTOW. Then 1 fell under the in- 
fluence of Asa Gray, from whom I took botany, lie was 
an evolutionist 1 agreed with him. To-day, however, 
I am nut quite >ure that <iray was right W iley bas bis 
doubts. So 1 -end my money to the Gampbellite church. 

which I love and respect, and ask the ministers to indul- 
gently overlook it it* I am absent when they preach." 
h will he recalled that Dr. Wiley was a member of the 
faculty oi Purdue University; that he refused t<> attend 
morning prayer, rode a bicycle, played hall with the stu- 
dent-, and was finally charged with heresy and tried there- 
for. The Chief of the United States Pure Food Depart- 
ment admitted bis guilt, hut the Trustees refused t«» di>- 
charge him and he remained at Purdue until he voluntar- 
ily resigned. In a recent interview, relating this experi- 
ence, he said : — 

"I admitted that every accusation against me was ab< 
soulutely true. *I have attended morning prayer no of- 
ten, 1 I told th< Trustees, 'that I know it by heart. It Is 
the same old pravor dav after day, and ha- liccine no 

common and mouhuuiwil that it does me n<> p< -d.,* 

Now let th.- ..r r i >do\ make answer whether intelligence 
is to be found inside or outside the church.-. 



THE OHIO 1 1 ) E A OF PROPAGANDA. 

Our readers will not fail to he deeply impressed with the 
views expressed by Miss Lou Lawrence, Secretary of the 

Buckeye Secular Union, upon methods of Free thought prop- 
aganda as this subject is viewed in that Stat", which fall 

with groat force following the expression of another Ohio 
contributor almoat along similar lines. 

There is one great truth which we muat all reobgniae, if 
ire would succeed in the missionary undertaking of advanc- 



ing Freethonght, namely, that if wo would make Free- 
thought acceptable to the masses, we must make it interest- 
ing. In other word-, we must attract the maSSCS, and by 
attracting them we win them and encourage them to beCOSJM 
and remain workers in the cause. 

What may he regarded as one of the most potent forces 

in the decay of theologV is the fact that it is dry, uninter- 
esting and out of date, not in keeping with the age. This 
is altogether aside from the further fact that it teaches so 
many unbelievable things, and were it not for an addi- 
tional fact, that the clergy are constantly Occupied in devis- 
ing inner societies of women and men to make of them a 

sort of light artillery, skirmishing among the people to get 

recruits by cultivating Social features that will interest the 
masses where tin- apologetics of the church fail, — only by 

such a system is the church kept from abaolute dissolution, 

and this is practically it.-, last ditch for defense against the 
in< \ itahle. 

\>e have previously said that the tirst essential is an ef- 
fective organization to work under. Two admirahle sytr 
tem- are now offered to the Freethinkers of the United 

Stait-. We have the Materialist Association, a national 
organization, and the Buckeye Secular Union, a society that 

iiii.it- its practical operations to the confines of the State 

of ii- habitat Under them local bo lies could conveniently 

he formed. Through the regular workings of these local 

bodies the cause of Freethonght could he brought t<> the 

masses in a manner that would not only interest them, but 

get them interested in its further development. The lead- 
ers of theeC .oties should he given a much-needed support 
and encouragement Let the u Ohio Idea" prevail, for in 

the end it i- the idee entertained by a vast majority of 
American Freethinkers. 

The meetings of these local hodies need not he large or 

expensive. Borne commodious parlor would serve as a 

meeting place. Furni>h the attendants with BoWeTS, SOttgS, 
music and literary effort If you have no practiced speaker 

present t<> present our views, ><»me one could read extracts 
from modern writings which would serve the purpose as 
well and constitute a good substitute. In this way. Free* 

thought truth could he put forward SJ again-t religious 
dogma, and the day of our great victory would dawn the 

sooner. 



The election is over. May the country DOW find sur- 

cease from sorrow, Freethinkers had little to choose from 
between the President-elect an. I his defeated contestant 
Tafl played into the hands of the Romanists, and the re- 
mit oi tiie battle of the ballots indicates that he got a fair 
proportion, if not all. of their rotes. Bryan i- po sseseed oi 
cranky religious nations and might have been a religious ty- 
rant had he succeeded in winning the election. A- mat- 
ters now stand Bryan can devote the rest of bis life to re- 
ligious speech-making at Chatauquas, and Taft will carry 

"jnj policies" into greater effect 
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oL'ii DOUBLE STANDARD 01? MORALS. 

tiav< we a double standard of morale, that is, a single 
and separate itandard for men, and another and differ- 
ent itandard for women 

rhinkera will admit that we have, but tin.* maaeea who 
nuiter from an inertia of thought, will hardly credit such a 
condition. It in true, none the less. 

i'he double itandard oi morale, or one itandard lor man 
and another, yet wistlj different, for women, is une of the 
foremost loeiai questions now being rt iscuseod by the leaders 

ui modem thought Naturally, ■ casual observer would be 

compelled Co inquire whether or not society, through habit 
and custom, or long usage, had established an arbitrary 
Line aa between the sexes, but did the inquirer become iuf- 
u'ciently observant of actual fact, ever,) -day incidents in 

human Life, it would not have the appearance of an un- 
solved problem. 

Sociologically considered, romance ia not along the co- 
rolla of love, but it ia the very incense of virtue. 80 long 

BJ that envelope both man and woman they wander far 

above the crasa animalism of the world. Pfiwifth it, and you 
reduce humanity t<» the level of the beaeta of the field. 
Marina and ( osette ma\ dream away a hundred nen&uous 
lummer nighti hidden in the boskage, but rob them of the 
balo of romance, destroy the airy nothingneaa in which they 
Live and love, and brutal paaaion atom* remains. 
1- there difference in the social treatment accorded to 

those of Opposite SOX by reason of their similar follies and 

indulgences I There ia, indeed, and this difference is so 
vast, 10 widely divergent, that it baa found admirable ex- 
pression and portrayal in a new novel from the pen of J. 
i . Blade, Jr., the manuscript copy of which is here review- 
ed, tiiat he ha.- given forceful expression thereto in the title 
10 hia forthcoming book by calling it "The Difference. ' In 
the title alone thia "difference' 1 ia poatulated, but as one 
goes through the plot of fancy and fact, imagination is 

compelled t" turn 10 social happening! within the purview 

of the reader and thia "difference' 1 is readily perceived 

and understood. 

"The Difference' 1 ia a stor) of social life in Lexington, 
admirably constructed, in which a young man and a young 
woman constitute the hero and heroine. It ia a itory of love 
aiei pathos, youthful sins and folliea committed without 
thought <•!• probable care for ultimate consequences)! It 
reveals what befell the man and how cynical the world of 

human society became in it- attitude and conduct towards 

the woman. The romance woven around and about the 
Uvea of Philip Holmed an. I Ethel King can find a facsimile 
in scorea of otbi r young men and maidena, ami at last pride, 
the sheet anchor of human morality, the dynamica of noble 
deeda, comet to the rescue of tin* woman and she i* able to 
stand up alone, self-reliant, ami victor. When love fail- 
and hope flies, pride -'ill lingers, the savage rear-guard, 

and die- only in the last ditch. 

Taking the social machine apart simply to name its cone 
ponent part-, were much like analysing an apple that the 



school boy may know what he is eating, but in "The Dif- 
ference" the author baa analysed the individual and con- 

traated the units out of which the social machine is made, 
and M no stream can ri.>e higher than it.- source, this por- 
trayal of individual character with all the faults and frail- 

ties, really point> to construction, and the machine in oper- 
ation. To the pure in heart all thingi are pure, but it is 

a lad commentary upon human nature that in one jnatanCS 
men and women will view conduct through a rose-tinted 
glasi and enshroud it with Arthurian romance, while 

another actor or a ctro aa in the same drama will be consigned 
to the tigerish clutch of Venus Pandemua or sunt: kneath 
the brutalizing wand of a Ciree. 

Whilfl the author makes no pretense of solving these 

problems of modern society, he at least furnishes abundant 
food for thought upon social reconstruction, wherein soci- 
ety may be purified, redeemed, regenerated. it is indeed 

a pity that youth's IWCCt dream of innocence cannot last 

through life, but it appears aa an ordination that there 

iiiu-t come a time when the .-haineful fact Ll driven home 

i" even the moat unwilling heart, thai society <!<•(•> make a 

difference in it- judgment as between man ami woman. 

The atory of " The Difference" gives graphic detail <»t" the 

plota and intrigues of youth. It makes no comment. The 

timely discovery of this "coherence" and the startling rev- 
elation- that come from the lip- of the young girl, Ethel 
King, in fierce and scathing denunciation of such a system 

of double moral-, ia a rebuke upon society in general, but 
with it all a linn reaolve t<» make no unwilling sacrifice to 

appease a social .-caudal. 

The closing words of the last chapter contain the key 
whereby thia great social problem may be solved. "Never 

forget," cries the wounded heart, "there i> a difference be- 
tween man'- crime and WOman'l crime; the world applauds 
tin- man, diagracea the woman, and we all take part in the 

difference." Aye, we all take part, unoonacioualy, perhaps, 

but we do. Too often the realization of tin- "difference" 
comes too late. 



MORE FOSSILS DISCOVERED. 
The vaat geological ohangea our old earth has undergone 

at the handa of old Father Time, has received additional 

proof- by the unearthing of the fossil remains of a gigantic 

mammal that once roamed over what i> now the Fayoiim 

desert in Egypt 

Prof, Henry F. Oabom, of the American Mu>eum of 
Natural History, New York, in a recent article published 
by the Scientific American, describes this foasil as being 
the remains of an animal that itood ail feet in height and 

was ten feet long. The bones of the skeleton are massive, 

indicating that the body must have been heavy. The ueck 
WU -hort and could freely be moved up and down, while 
over the forehead were two ma — ive horn-, indicating that 
the animal could easily tOM an enemy. The dental ar- 
rangements of the jaws indicated that it was herbivorous 
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and graced upon 1<>w bushea and bard kinds of herbage. 

More interesting, bowever, than the mere construction 
of the animal, n> discovered by paleontologists, ia the fur- 
ther fact from the indelible traces the fossil bring* with it, 
the conclusion ti reached thai the country in which it was 
found waa not always a desert, but bore i lighl forest 
growth, which, however, ia now entirely disappeared, tn 
fact, Prof, Osborn ventures tin- assertion, based upon this 
remarkable find, that it wai "a lavannah country, partly 

open, partly w led, with about the lame temperature at 

today." 

In nil this we observe the remarkable achievementa 
wrought by the human mind in ferreting out facta n<>t con- 
tained in written history, and from iuch sources, by an 
application of human knowledge, determine what existed 
agea a^<>, when men were not, and none able t<» leave a 
printed or written r< rd behind them. 

One audi find aa this is worth Jill the hieroglyphi dial 
are being employed by fanciful translationa to bolster up a 
worthlesa creed, 

By the way, we might add that the name given to this 
defunct specie ii "arsinoitherium," and having read Gen- 
esia we also observe that no iuch name appeara therein. 
Strange, ii it not, that god had no knowledge of inch an 
animal and failed to get ita name in hia inspired record I 

WE WISH THE}! HAPPINESS. 



i be Blade ia pleased to announce the recent marriage of 
Misa Lula Ifedora Gibson, < »ih« of it> best known oorre- 
lents, i" Mr. W. II. Kerren, <»t' Heppner, Oregon. 
Mr. and Mrs, Herren will make their future borne in the 
r cat and the Blade, with all ita friends, join in wishing 
the newly wedded pair an abundance of happiness and sue- 
reaa aa they journey together through life. 



tf you wish to take part in the Materialist Associa- 
tion's symposium on "No Future Life," you can semi 

your article to the Blade i*«»r publication and your dona- 
tion to Mrs, Bliven, Bos 76, Brooklyn, Conn. Such a 
symposium should be capable of doing great good by the 
number <»f writers taking part therein and ita wide distri- 
bution over the oountry, 



With the resumption <d' business throughout the country 
and our people getting well settled following the terrific 
political campaign let us hope the Blade will be able to 
share in the general era of promised prosperity and its 
subscription li-t become largely increased, aa well as Ita 
ledger showing up battel <>n the credit aide, 

[f you need a copy of that admirable pamphlet on Mar- 
riage and Divorce, by Mrs. Henry, send her 3fi centa at 
Versailles, Kentucky, 



No one can doubt the great value <»f Judge Pariah B, 
Ladd' article- for diatrihution j alao that of President Otto 
Wettstein's, but it Is the cost' that atan la in the way. The 
Blade would like t<> publiah them on ita own account, but 

it has nnr the mean-. 



Adding t<> the biographical -ketch given of Judge C, B, 
Wttite, in on- last issue, the Blade desires to atate that he 
waa born in Wayne county, New fork, January 29, 1824, 
being an anniversary «»;" the birth of Thomas Paine, Judge 
Waits will i»e v» yeara <»t' age on hi- coming birthday. He 
went tn Chicago in L846 when that city had leas than 5,000 
inhabitants. 



Thr li-t of -ul scriptiona t<» the bound volume of the 
I' 1 le i- gradually creeping higher and higher. Those 

want iter a copy are advised tn get in on the ground fioOf 

i .* re it la too late aa only a limited number eaa be 
fnrniehed. 



Freethinkera arc prone t«» assert that there can he no dis- 

l«ord in a smile. 



Get iii nn our bound volume proposition before your 
opportunities are gone, One entire year of the Blade, 
handsomely bound, for 18.50. 



The Blade hopea for it- remembrancea during the coming 
winter season in the shape of a lot of new subscribers. 



While there i- lit'e there is hope, it ia said, and we con- 
clude that there's durn little chance after. 



Borne poet wrote, "Whatever is, is right," hut we will 
refuse tn believe it it' the Blade baa t«» go for want of pat* 
ronage, 



ti.i ready tn lurpriae the Blade with a Chriatmaa pres- 
ent by putting your tab up-to-date. 



There will he a Freethought awakening in the Buckeye 
Siatc before the inowa of the coming winter disappear. 
Watch out for it. 

If you can't iaj Bomething ^ 1, keep -till. 



II 
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(Continued l:om Page 4.) 
iected from men who hud in their nine 
bOOB mure or kss prominent, but were then 
dead. So i he names oi these dead mtn 
were ascribed as the authors of many or 
he books, Whil< to other books iictitiouss 
names WW al SChed Among the niosi 

prominent character! of the old Testament 

who were undotiln. d my lis, .stand Abra- 
ham, Isaac, Jacob, Joshua, QldeOB, Moses, 
Aaron, Samson, Jonah, Jehovah. llMOt 
was undoubtedly a sun-myth, as the name 
is derived from ghemish, or Bhlmshotl, the 
sun. 

The Christian System. 

Christianity, its wri ings and heroes, are 
now in order. 

The system of Christianity dates back to 
the Societies of Therapenti and Essenes, 
e*hO Si monks, led an ascetic life among the 
hills, rocks and deserts of Africa and Asia 
Minor. They cultivated extreme piety and 
devotion to the Hebrew god, Jehovah; all 
things were held in common. Once a week, 
on the Sabbath, they in-: tor devotional ex- 
ercises, whM they a e at MM common 
tab!e. Extreme povertj m goods and learn- 
ing was their motto. Service to their god 
was the aim and end of life, to mete out 
Which lil h, rags, Starvation and penance 
wen 1 resorted to. At the time assigned 
to Christ (a pure myth) they numbered 
about 4,000. 'a little later (abOttl ISO, 000* 

BKN I ra) tie I tie t, gaVO up their old ■■WIS! 

anu me rg ed into oas society, which they 

rail, d Christ, mi adjective meaning good- 
04 ■ . Which in turn mean! piety IHd il fO 

tion to the service of their god, Jehovah* 

As ignorance ha3 always jjr* dominated 

over lotelligeace, they rapidly Increased in 
Dumb* is, when Cons tan tine, in the fourth 

century, DOt them in power over tie- Ko 
man Kmpire. From this tim • on until the 
close of the Dark Ages, Christianity held 
all Christendom in its terrible grasp, blot- 
ting ou all freedom of thought, intelli- 
gence, justice and humanity, and substi- 
tuting in their placet piety, poverty, degra- 
dation and crime, aii dissenters were 
tortured. 'Inn put to death, — the most of 
tnem horned at the stake. During the 
hark Ages, Christianity ami its priesthood 

so c cee d ed in slanghtermg about one-fifth of 
tie- hnmmn race. (Fnc a hill description of 
these terrihie orimea, see my numerous 

writings on the subject.) 

New Testament Writings. 

The source of the Hi W TU anient writ- 
la| Is now in order. 

Dnrtng the &m oentary ami a half after 

the tine- of the alleged Christ, all knowl- 
edge concerning the m w sect rested on 
orai trad! ion. This is strictly true, not* 
withstanding many Statements of Christians 
to the coutrary. History maintains a 



deathly siknee concerning Christianity for 

a hundred and hlty years after the date 
nxed lor the biriu of Christ by iJiouyaius 
IkXlgUUSi The lew documents which carry 
earlier dates are iorgerks, mostly of the 
third and later centuries. This eariy oral 
tradition consisted of stories borrowed from 
India, Persia, Africa and B< andinavia, some 
of Which were sifted through ijreek sources* 
and in the writings ascribed to Zoroaster, 
wliich lurnisned a large share of it. Bud- 
dhism came to the front as an auxiliary. 
One hundred and ftftj years later, a few of 
.he less ignorant Christians commenced to 
write up their notions concerning the new 
sect, which was to be the successor of pa- 
ganism, i.e.; the light of Christianity is 
but the reflection of the pagan world. It 
is tii is which accounts for the oneness ot 
Christianity and paganism, for Christianity 
in all its parts and ramilicatlons, is none 
Other than paganism in Christian attire. 
During the third century there were num- 
bers of Christians, who, as the mood struck 
bacon, attempted to reduce these oral tra- 
dition., to writing, but as was then the cus- 
tOm With rellglOOJ writers, which had come 
down from the Hebrews, tin- writers fur- 

olehed neither names, dates, nor places to 

their writings, and thin applies to every 
writing in both the Old and New Tccta" 
U Dts. Many of these writings found their 
way into the repositories of Antioch, Alex- 
andria and Rome, the headquarters of the 
three branches of the church, where they 
remained until carried to Niece to be used 
in the construction of the canon of the New 
r< lament. Of course, the oral tradition 
differed in many essential r Cs pCCtO, and so 
the writings founded Hereon differed ac- 
cordingly, but no one could nil who were 
the authors, when or Where written. 

These writings were called "Gospels" — 
glad tidings. These, and not our canonical 
gospels as we now have them, are the gos- 
pels referred to by so many writers, es* 
pedally clergymen, as belonging to the 
apoetollfl age. So anxious are our clergy- 
men to secure evidence contemporary with 
the so called apostles, and thereby render 
it historical, that they have ever been 
i ron, to force the opinion that these early 
scrag writings— gospels as they were called 

are the ones which were voted into the 
canon by the Council of Nicea, 

That Council created our four New Tes- 
tament gospels, and the rest of the New 
Testament writings out of a vast collection 
of nameless, dateless and timeless writings 
taken from the repositories aforesaid, ot 
Antioch, Alexandria and Rome. The col- 
tectlons which were taken from these re- 
positories were extremely extensive; a few 
only were voted into the canon, the others 
Wi m destroyed. 

The Nicene Council and Its Work. 

This Council was called by Constantino, 
the Roman Emperor, to settle the bloody 



quarrels between the factions, and fix a sa- 
cred code for the guidance of the Christian 
world, — in short, to create a Bible for 
Christianity. With alacrity this call of Con- 
stant Ine was responded to. From every 
part of Christendom the Bishops and Pres" 
bytere, loaded down with anonymous gos* 
pel writings, rushed for the city of Nicea. 
The Council convened May J", |gg, C. E., 
and adjourned August 2o, ML The larger 
number of Bishops and writings came from 
the Bast, a leaner number from Africa, a 
lew from Europe. These delegates were 
mostly monks. Only a few could read or 
write. They had spent their lives, like the 
later IQjQlnaei, among the rocks, in the 
wilds and deserts, half naked, feeding on 
snakes, lizards, grass, and what they could 
beg. 

These are the men who made the Christ- 
ian New Testament. There were, says an 
able writer, "but two men in that conven- 
tion wno 00001 seed any ability, for their 
di -cushions were of the most childish non- 
sense." These men were Constantine, the 
pagan Emperor, who beeame its President, 
and Eusebius, the historian, who, his 
friends say, was entirely unreliable. All 
others, says a writer, were a lot of illiter- 
ate creatures. As might be e.xpecied, these 
monks divided into factions, sach attempt- 
ing to force its own writings and views on 
the convention. So quarrelsome did they 
Income that Constantine WSJ forced, several 
tim I, to adjourn the body to prevent a 
dash of arms, in the end, a minority see- 
ing thai all was lost mov» d an adjournment 
to allow their god to settle the matter. The 
motion was carried by a great majority. 
The adjournment followed. When the Coun- 
cil again met, a few of the numerous writ- 
ing were found on tin table; all others un- 
der it. The trick was a success, and by this 
(rand tin- Christian world secured its New 

testament, which thereafter, being 

sprinkled with inspiration, became the 
word of their mythical god. 

This stahmenl comes down to us mostly 
b» tradition, but there is another tradition 
Which says the canon is the result of a ma- 
jority vote which was obtained by fraud. 

The New Testament, when finished, was 
signed by the few who could write; all 
Others made their "X." Two members died 
during the session,, and their signatures 
being deemed essential, the document was 
put on their graves, where, the next morn- 
ing, it was found with the signatures of 
these (bad men. 

Some years~ago, I wrote and published a 
booklet of 32 pages, reviewing, mostly by 
the light of the Higher Criticism, the au- 
Heirship and time, so far as known, of each 
and every hook, Epistle and other writing 
in the Bible from Genesis to Revelation, 
both inclusive. To that book, if not out of 
print, I refer the reader for a fuller history 



BLUE GRASS BLADE. 



13 



Of the origin Of both the Oh! and the New 

Testaments 

Prominent Men of the New Testament. 

\ to the men who figured in the New 
TeetSJnent, little can or need be said. 

h MM Cliri>t was a DUN myth, as I have 
shown In num. rows writings. The so-called 
tWOWfl apo: itlet were made from the twelve 
signs of the zodiac. Of the five Apostolic 
Fathers, a.^ they are called. Hennas was 
thi only genuine one; and h" did not live 
until the middle of the second century, 
wln n he wrote a book, mostly fiction, on 
Christianity, without a mention of such a 
■MB M Chrtlt W hether the four Kvange- 
lists WOfe r> ti e'laraet. rs is unknown. If 
they lived, their time was not earlier than 
the latter part of the second, probably not 
before the third century. 

John, the fourth Evangelist, was prob- 
ably a myth, for nothing is known of him 
outside of the 4th gospel which has been 
declared spurious. 

The three synoptic gospels were first 
known ISO C. E.. as the Records of the 
Fast. West and South, when they had no 
BSaes attached to them. The fourth HI 
still latrr. Theophllus, says Jerome, ar- 
ranged the whole into one continuous nar- 
rntiTO, In this condition, as one narrative, 
they remained without authors until the 
Council of Xie.a (8S6-S81), which divided 
thetn into the four gospels a< we now have 
them, and ascribed th< m to M ttthew. Mark. 
Luke and John, who probably were men of 
note of the second or third centuries, long 
ibiee dead when the gospels wen> BSOHbsd 
to them. 

John Tyndal says: "We have the canon 
of scriptures already arranged for us; but 
to sift tnd settle these writings from the 
BMUU of spurious documents afloat was a 
work of vast lal>or. The age was rife with 
forgeries. Good men lent themselves to 
these P^us frauds. • • • There were gos- 
pell ;ind counter gospels, epistles and conn 
ter epistles, SOSSe trivolous, some dull, some 
speculative and romantic.*** When argu- 
ments or proof- w. re needed bv either side, 
a document B7M discovered to m.vt the 
ease. BS)I OS which the BSSBS of an apostle 
STSI boldlv ascribed. — ThSfS was no 
lack of manufactured testimony." 

Ths lets of the Apoetlei sre m pp o ee d to 

be the work of the twelve. Originally, 

these leti vsre extremely nnmeroee, many 

of then having been lost The few now 
in the New Testament are mere fragments 
of a large collect km. and have been held 
spurious by the Higher Criticism. 

Psnl, tie- majority of the critics say, lived 
in the first o ntury. but left no writings: 
that the fourteen Kpistles ascribed to him 
Vers written in the second or third century 
by a school of Paulinists, using the per- 
sonal pronouns "I" and "we." and telling 
what oral tradition said as to these epistles. 
These 14 were only a small part of the orig 



inal. The others were rotsd spurious by 
the Council of Nicea. Ten of these were 
held to be spurious D] the Higher Criti- 
cism. The Utter erltlei pronounos the otinr 
tour equally spurious. 

With a minority of the critics, I think 
Paul was a myth. The little we have con- 
cerning him seems to me to be legendarv. 

John, whose name is ascribed to three 
epistles, was probably a myth, but If he liv- 
ed at all it was not Until ths end of the 
second century. At any rate, the splsttSS 

have best determined to bs spurious. 

Peter was a myth. Hli srrittBfS are for- 
geries. 

Revelation. Tradition ascribes this 
book to John, of the fourth go.-pel; but the 
Higher Criticism pronounces the book to be 
mere fiction , and its author to be un- 
known. 

From the foregoing, It appears that every 
book In the Old Testament, except two at 
the close, of no import snee, and every 
scrap of writing of the New Testament is 
spurious, so their BSCrttx d authors are 
also spurious. 

What a picture on whlCB to build up a 
great religion! — a religion and Its priest 
hood who. during the Park Ares, murdered 
nearly one-fifth of the people of Christen 
dom. the most of them tortured and put to 
death that Christianity Blight lire] 

Lying, forgeries, the most revolting tor- 
tures, savage cruelties, force, slaughter 
and murder mark the highway of Christian 
it y from the time it went into power at the 
close of the fourth a nturw down to the 
close of the eighteenth centurv. The last 
victims were two scholars burned at the 
stake In Spain as late as ths nineteenth. 

Prof. Huxley *ays: ''If WS COSld see at a 
single view the lies, hypocrisv. the violation 
of every obligation, the cruelties, the 
slaughters, which have (lowed |10B| the line 
of Christianity, our Imagination of hell 
would pale beside It." And the wolf would 
plav the same havoc If it could free its 
bloody jaws from the secular arm. 

T.er us not forget, that millions of blench 
ing bones lie scattered Bkmg the pathway 
of the church as mementoes of the terrible 
power of the prleMthood. If the church. Its 
priests, or their religion, have rver perform- 
ed one single act for the bem fit of humanl 
ty. historv has failed to record it. The lull 
In the line of murders nnd other crimes bv 
the priesthood in the last cenniry, is owing 
alone to the lack of power, not to any re- 
forms by that pious class: h*1 to evolution, 
backed bv Freethought. which has forced 
on the world the civil powers, who have 
risen above the barbarities of the church 
and put a stop to the wonted crimes of 
Christianity, leaving the prfSStS with no oc- 
cupation other than such as they can get 
In a few heresy trials, and In repeating to 
their listeners the fables, legends and pre- 
vailing falsehoods of the MM* 



In i he history of all the grenr religions of 
the world, we read of no per«;ecutious, tor- 
tus | or murders of unbeliever.^, unless Soc 
rates be a single exception, nor was he 
tortured. 

It was left for Christianity to torture and 
murder i'< millions for unbelief. In this, 
Christianity stands alone. All else which 
;; i i sses es has been taken from paganism. 

ii rs lot ths render stop at the counting- 
BOSJ8S of Bthles and strike a balance sheer 
between Preethonght and Christianity. 



DAVE'S LETTER 



TO HIS DEAR HEAVENLY FATHER. 



(Copyright applied for 190S by Franklin 
Heald.) 

sly deer herenly Esther: — We found a 
silver dollar the other morning that some 
atheist had monkeyed with and cut off the 
"T" on "In god We trust." SO it reeds "In 
BOd ^e rust." Do you no who done it: and 
why didn't you itrtks him ded for doing it? 
Joe wood of struck him ded. if he had 
"seed him do it." but Pips woodsnt Papa 
thinks a man shoodent bee struck ded for 
tellln 1 the truth, but only sent to the Pena- 
tcntnsr? for monkeying with Rosevelt't 
lye. He snvs the fir-t man that put It on 
thS BJOne? is the 1 thBt ought to of been 
sruck dsd With litening for lysinf, If any- 
body Is. Why do you let them put a lie 
like ths* on money? Do you think it make 
you feal any better to have it on? I 
•hOOd think it would worv you when you 
no It Is not so. It would wory Papa to 
doth. Joe no*e it is not so. but he sayr 
every body ought to trust you. whether they 
do or not. and If you want to strike *em 
ded for not trnethHf you. that you have a 
wrlcht to. for vou made them. Did yor 
make Rob P-rdett? Why don't you strike 
him ded When ho tries to be phunny? 
Their are lots of people heir that wood if 
they were vou. Did yo strike Annanvass 
ded for telling a lye or for telling the 
truth'* Why didn't you strike ♦he devil ded 
for telling Fve the truth? Can't vou kill 
him" Can't vou kill RoicvehP either? Did 
vou strike BMP Pana with T.ocomotar B>tSXS? 
Can't vou kill him 7 He don't think vou 
can. but Toe does, and Joe says you will If 
be don't look out. 

As ever. DAVE. 
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Secular Thought 

A Fortnightly Journal of Rational Criti- 
cism in Politics, 8cience an* Religion. 



Organ of the 
CANADIAN SECULAR UNION AND THE 

TORONTO 8ECULAR SOCIETY. 

Kditor • - J. Spencer Ellis. 
Published at 1 S5^ Queen St. West, To- 
ronto, Canada. Terms, $1 p»-r annum. In 
advance; single copies, 10 cents. 

All communications for the FMitorial de 
partment should he addressed — 

J. Spencer Kills, "Secular Thought." 
185i,4 Queen St. West, Toronto. Can. 
All Business communications, orders for 
books, printing, etc., should be addressed— 

C. M. HI. Lis, Proprietor and Publisher, 
Secular Thought, 

185Vfc Queen St. West, 



DIAMONDS 



Order of me and save money. I deal with 
the best cutters and largest importers 
direct; have forty yfars' experience; am 
an aceurae judge and analyst of IhMi 
beautiful gems, and diagnose them in all 
their most toilette and intrinsic characters. 
I now do not carry stock, but buy the 
goods for cash as I receive the orders, hu^ 
obtaining best discounts. T'lis saves in- 
teres' on capital inv< sted. rents, salaries 
and the large per cent of loss incidental 
to and unavoidable by ;ill toftton who carry 
stock. The small commission I will eharn 
you for my time, facilities and JudgmtBl 
will be trifling in comparison to the savings 
between the prtotl your re ail jeweler 
MUST charge you and mine. Send bjm I 
trial order. I'pon receipt of goods compare 
with others, and if not satisfactory, return 
and get your money. Diamonds remount- 
ed in la'est artistic designs at low. . t prl* I. 
Full value allowed for old jewelry. 

Send for cut prices of Watches, Dia- 
monds, Jewelry, Silver, Plated or Optical 
goods, Free Thought and ether BtffMk 
Ingersoll spoons and my famous tract: 
•Theism In The Crucible," ft— 
OTTO WETTSTEIN 

Cook Co., III. 



BULBS 

BlXkbEE'SBULBSSl'CCELlJ:' 

SPECIAL OFFER: 1 

/ .Mu le to build New BMIMM. 

J trl i trill mi ka jrou a i ■ inent cuh- 
/ tonu r. hat. faction guaranteed or your 
' i .chi •>• muwi 
f Souvenir Collection 
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THE 



Humanitari n Review 



GREATLY ENLARGED AND IMPROVED. 



Bingli ton W. Pavis, Editor and Publisher. 
No. 854 E. 54 St.. Los Angles, Cal. 



Price, $1.00 a year; single copy, 10c. 



Constructive, Concrete. 

Practical, Organized .and 

Aggres ve Propagandism of 



Truth as Revealed by Modern Science. 



The Review labors for the emancipation 
of the human mind from the debasing 
thralldom of Superstition. Supernaturallsm 
and Mysticism, and for the upbuilding of an 
enlightened ethico scientific life. It is 
radical without being rabid and alms to 
refute the errors of BM D by reason rather 
than ridicule or acrimonious disputation 
1 1 t ands for Virtue Morality and Nobilty 
of Character as the best ssfe^uards for 
this life and preparation for any possible 
fa Wt life. 

Fend Ave 2 cent stamps for Sample Copy. 



Silk Dresses Given Away 

An opportunity >f a life time for women 
v ho love good cloihrs. 

H'eh School girls can Obtain their grad- 
III Ion dresses without cost; working girls 
and married women may secure fine fall 

or summer (iiosF I 

Large list of patterns to select from. 
Hona fide offer — no fraud, no grafting or 
dlaagraaabla duties to perform. 

For full particulars send name, address and 
a two-cent postage stamp to 

ED. S.5EAGREEN- 

247 Hennepin Ave. 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA. 



SEND 10c FOR SAMPLE. 

OF 

Heald's Religious Stickers 

The MUXM being thort quotations from 
'Our Dear Heavenly Father," "Our Bless 

• d BaTior," "Baalam'i Am," ".Mary Christ", 

"Our TrU ml. Im Devil," and other person - 
agi - Of sacred DM mory. 

Thaw an BUitftbl* for sticking on church 
doors, and other objacti when they will do 

the most good in spreading the "glad tid- 
of great joy." 
Until April 1. lfOf, address— 

FRANKLIN HBALD, 

Circleville, Oh'o. 



Do You Believe 



That We Humans are as important as 
Pigl, Potatoei and Pups? 

DO ynu believe rhat we "grown ups.' 
ami eve,» ihe Children, slui.ld know as 
nmeli about oiiisthi pp we know about 
Pintle*, Plow< r* an I Fioc-v 

!M yon believe in Better Piogenjr, a More 
i:i. vated Race anyway . 

If eo. s< nd 1 25 for a year's subscription 
to the American Journal of Eugenics, and 

be In the Van of Human Progress. 

Published monthly a* 649 South Main 
St., Los Angeles, California, U. S. A. 
Samples ten cents. Trial three months, 
with pamphlet "Institutional Marriage," 10 
cents st imps. 



The Holy Bible 

In a Nutshell 

A New Booklet showing up the contradic- 
tions and fallacies of the Christian bible. 

.lus t he thing to pass around among 
>our religious friends to "jarr their faith 
and destroy their godwebs. Ready Soon. 
Order Now! Single copy 10c, 3 for 25c, 15 
for $1.00. 

Address: J. FRANTZ, 
1728 Ellis Street., San Francisco, Cal. 



Mill 

SPECIAL OFFER: 

Made to bcllS New Ba«l>rw. A trial v ill ^ 
make yuu our permanent customer. 

II the lltie«t ; Tarnlp. 7 spit ndid ; Onl«m, 8 best vane- 
Leai j> airtf i wrt t varietictlnall. 

Ol All AM) I l» TO I'll \-K. 

Write to-day; Mention this Paper. 




SKND 10 CENTS 

to'ovar \.u*Uf usd p*ckio| and raca ve IhU v«lu»1*le J 
-p. dd (>. tpwld. NrlV, w ill i y »•!»• 
inktruot'tc liruutllul Kctd and i'lnnt lluuk, 
UtMt ratWIlM ot .So*.U, PHnU. »tc 
I BUCKBtE 31REET 
BOCKTOUD. ILL. 
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SECULAR UNION ORGANIZED 



It is with pleasure that I am able to re- 
port thai on the LMth of last month WO or 
ga nll Od a local Secular DnlOfl hill, with 

i momberehtp of eight There are Iwn 

about more people who rygghl to join 
our Union. 

Some of them, I think, will soon do so. 
While o: lit i s arc too indifferent ; some 

domineered or< r by relatlree, and still 

Othen foolishly timid becnUM of their bus- 
iness. 

With I membt rthlp of forty, we would 
he stronger than any of the churches, ex- 
cept one. 

St. Ansgar. Iowa. 

C arlei Haekbarth, President 
a. J. Olnnet n. Secretary. 



The People's Ppcsj Give 'Em Fits. 



THE 



A B C of Religion 

A COLLECTION OF POKMS 

Frcm a Type -Written Family Bible Without 

Policy or Piety 
But Full of Common Sense. 

By JOSEPH HAIGH, 

Chebanse, Illinois. 

25 CENT8. 

Address the Author or Blue Grass Blade. 



Marriage and Divorce 



JOSEPHINE K. HENRY 

VERSAILLES, KENTUCKY. 

Thousands of copies 01 this up-to-da** 
pamphlet are now in circulation In 'V 
United States and Bngtind. It treatr U 
forcible style of the most Important p. >b 
before the American people. It shoald 
he rend by both married and single, hy all 
men and women who desire 
conditions. 

All orders promptly filled by the 
1 Copy 25 Cent.. 5 Copies One Dollar 

FOR THINKERS WHO THINK 



Fearless in its advocacy of Kreet bought 

Published weekly at 111 Bfca 1*1. rM Av« 
. Chicago, III 

J B Lenau Publisher 

Official paper of the MaierloHol Aoeooiatftof 
In Canada, or Foreijrn Countries, $< oo s Yeai 
Subscription 50 Cents a Year. 



Tomorrow Magazine 



is the only publication in the world that 
deals with all human problems from tht 
lmp»rsonai \ iewpoint. 

It is published expressly f>- those wht 
wish to see how their own cherished be 
liefs and sacred notions appear in th« 

and Reform 
nude, stripped of all racial bi n and preju 
dice. 

By reading this magazine you will learn 
to draw all your conclusions from funda 
mental principles, i. e., you will learn U 
'Mink correctly. 

bPKCIAL-We will send three niontr 
trial subscription for fifteen cents If you 
are not already a subscriber. The regulat 
price of To-Morrow is ten cuts per copj 
or 11.00 per year. This office may b. 
withdrawn at any time, so >ou had bette 
write NOW. 

TOMORROW PUBLISHING CO., 
Hyde Park, Chicago. III. 



S E nl D S 

Rurkbee's "I'lill tf IAW N 1 1 1 • m GrOWl 

Pi-iIikut.i s< . ,u | UV1 . a reputation ul J0 1 1 0 
su. ceasful seed growia* bebind ibem. It pays ( 
plant the beat, 
Imoaoblo Sj»cd:iitirB:— 

1 il .AIN« 

Kartiest Rrri Valentine . . *' ■ ' lhislu-l 

Rat n«n— Kxtiu Barly . . M.as Bushel 

N\w Su unci. :s Green Ptod . ( 70 Bosbei 



W rdwell s li ip. Ktdnc) Was h ■> Bui Im l 

Da. vis New White Was . Bushel 

Carrie's Ruat Prool Was . S Bushel 
PUAS 

Kxtra Karly Alaska . . . *\io Rusl.r" 

n. v\ Early Gradua . ... fa iu 1 1 

Horsford'i Market Gard. n . J • Bushel 

9m n e's UgbuUnf 1 sprea 1 j • Buaht 1 

Lettuce. Rediih. Toronto SB 1 I tull Km ol 
3< • a ■. Plant 1 snd Bulbs .it !• >u 1 1 »u Ins pi l< es. 

Bead tot complete caul «uc ot lubmB a list of 
youi requirements md will quot ■ • 

Buy direct from the art wer- Ravs Money. 

Write today. Mention [Lis paper. 

H. W. BUCKBEE 

1 M Buckbeest.. ascaJW< Uti fanai, BnlfiHifc 




Tints what "THE 

iCARLBT SHADOW, 
Walter Hurt's great rad- 
loel novH. do. ■•a to the 
lo e#s of bigotry «n<i su- 
pvratltktfl And the aec- 
nlar pr.'ss* of the country 
gi»:id»d !»>• rh<» church 
alement. Is throwing a 
over It. too. No other 
BjOVei of this doende has 
b***-!! 00 Widely nnd so 
bitt.rly denounced hy 
orthodox .Tltl.-s —which 
la sufficient p oof that It 
la nil rifftll It boa cro- 
ui'-l l tonaotlon In con- 
servative circles and 
OUOed constf>rnatlor 

among the oftorgy. 

It la enthuslastlcall: 
ondoretd t>y leading 
Prool thtnkori through- 
out thn srorttl You ot 

know how Hurl can writ.* and in thla bool 
BO Is at his best. It Is an elegant volume 
fit to ornament the finest library: containing 
422 pnes, printed on nenvy e^g- shell papr 
nnd hot. nu In OS*MOOi .-loth. 

Prfeo ll.lt, pontpaid. 

BLUE GRASS BLADE, 

Lexington. Ky. 



Fine Farm for Sale 



SPLENDID CHANCE TO OWN PAYIN' 
SOIL IN BUCKEYE STATE. 

DO rou want n til aero farm? 

Do yon want It in Athens. County. Ohio? 

Do you want the best of soil? 

TWO tnrv double barn, almost new. Also 

■tx-roon term bouee (good ooaditlou). 
Abundance of beet water throughout farm. 
Two wellg, 0111 cistern: good ont-bulldlriKS. 
Entire farm Under cultivation. Small 
0/OOdlnnd, Inautiful pnttnrngth apples and 
j». RCheg, In 01 Dter Of com! Hold. Two 
shafts M ™lle east, tnotbor gotng down; 
4 shafts 1 1 miles nor'h and northwest, anf 
2 more going down. Coal I fret to 14 tool 
10 vi r lOM than 8 feet. One quarter mil 

u. piKt (new); IH mllei to oounty seat — 

atbone- -8,006 inhabitants. Junction K. & 
M.. B. I O.. and H. V It It in Hocking 
Valley. Hetn are gotng to sell at once 
Bring cbeok book; you can't Keep from buy 
InK. Sell as low as ?."»0 per acre. 

Ubent, O. n. B, LARCH, If. D. 



The Wage Slave 



A Socialist Weekly, that 
trial I'nlonlam. 

Rovelutlenai y to the oc.re. 

EDITED BY A FREETHINKER. 

Tha en»»n»y of everything that supports th» 
existing social order 



The Wage Slave Bos 1S7. Hancock. 

A. M STIRiVf*,, _ rtoi 
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Bound Volume of The Blade 



FROM 



JANUARY 19 TO DECEMBER 27, 1908 




Worthy a Place in Every American Library 



Only a limited number can be had, and such orders as are first received will 
be first served. No copy will be bound, except upon special order previously 
made. Order now. 



Send us 15 paid yearly subscribers and The Blade will present you with one 
of the bound volumes above mentioned. The only conditions are that the sub- 
scriptions must be new, paid in one remittance, and reach this office by Decem- 
ber 1, 1908. The full name of the person to whom it is to be sent will be printed 
on outside of cover. The volume will be handsomely bound. 



SPLENDID PREMIUM OFFER 



Fifteen New Subscribers 




Single Volumes on Special Order, $3-5Q 



This bound volume will include all issues since the 
change in form up to the last issue of the present year. 



Pictures and biographical sketches of the Freethinkers given in this 
volume are alone worth the price asked. 

PREMIUM OFFER GOOD UNTIL DECEMBER 1, 1908. 



